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To the Fditor: 

The following little gem emanat- 
ine frem the ren of the Acting 
,Chairman of the Russian Emi- 
|mrunts' Committee may be of in- 
terc’t 19> veur readers: 

“Russian Emigrants Committre 
“Notice. 


| Russian Puppets? 


“Russion 
Shanghai is hereby notified that 
the cian Emigrants’ Commit~ 
tce has the following departments: 
Reltef 
Registrations, 
Education, 

F'conemic, and 
Secretariat. 

“Por the mnurvose of general 
supervision ovir the activities of 
the Ceminittee there will be for- 


med under my chairmanship a 
Governiny Peard cf the Commit- 
te ting of eleven persons, 
namely: 

“Pive heads of the Committee 
departments, 

“Five represtntatives of the fol- 
lewirg orgfanization:: (one from 
each) 


“Relief Department. of the Na- 
Uonal Ccmmittes, 
“Chamber of Commerce, 
“Cos‘acks’ Union, 
“Tcachcrs’ Union, and 
| “The chairman of the Editorial 
| Board of the newspaper the ‘Far 
| Factern Tirmes’.” : 
“Acting Chairman of the Ruzsian 
Emigrants’ Committee, 
“N. A. IVANOFF. 
, “Shanghai, Sentember 17, 1940." 
This very significant notice 
means that the Acting Chairman 
ef the Russian Emicrants’ Com- 
mittee czdainsd by the Iccal nu 
jpet “mayor” bas at last decided 
;on “friendiy co-op-ration” with 
the Japanese, lest some evil be- 
falls him as was the case with the 
unfortunate Mr. C. E. Metzl:r. 
The above notice appeared to- 
day in the Russian Press and 
created wide-spread comments in 
the Russian community. The pre- 
vailing opinion seems to be that 


FILE 


| 


; 


Emigrant’ Colony in, 


~ 


ee 
‘we are simply being sold “down the 
river’. Indeed. the first question 
that arose from the above muddle 
of words is: 

Exactly whv the chairman of 
the Editorial Board of “The Far 
Eastern Times” was appointed to 
sit on the Gcvyernins Board of the 
Emigrants’ Committce? 

The most popular Russian pa- 
per in Shanghai enjoying the 
widest circulation is ‘The Shang- 
hai Zaria”. It is the oldest Rus- 
sian daily in this burg. The sec- 
en@ in popularity is “The Rus- 
sian Daily News”, a publication 
with aprarent R-:d affiliations. 
The third one is “The Slovo", a 
very old and nanular daily of pure- 
ly White background (as is “The 


Zaria"). All of these papers ar? 
Russian-owned and  Russian- 
managed. 


“The Far Eastern Times” is a 
frankly nro-Jaranese shect pub- 
lished north cr the Creek on un- 
lawfully «-cized premises by a Ja- 
pan-st. This sieet is sold at u 
ridiculcusly low price, but, this 
fact notwithstend:ng it is highly 
unpopular among the local Rus-~ 
sians. The paper fs full of rabid 
fascist propaganda and is solely 
devoted to glerifying the creators 
ef the new disorder in Asia. 

Thus, Russians may ask a per- 
tinert qusstion: Why is Mr. N. A. 
Ivar.off in¢clutiing In his Govern- 
ing Board sentative of the 
above-mentioned obnpxious and 
thinly-circulated sheet? Why. the 
more popular and_ thoroughly 
“white” Gf that is the necessary 
requirement for the job!) papers, 
such as “The Shanghai Zaria” and 
“The Slove’ are denicd this hon- 
cr? And vet another thing, why 
the names of the annomted. of- 
ficals ait withheld from publica- 
ticn? 


Well, well, I cannot expect a 
reply to those questions. But it is 
my right to ask them. And it is 
my right to say that the cron of 
Purrets sscems to be unusually 
rich this year! 

A. J. LECNIDOV, B.D. 
Shanghal, September 18, 1940 
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er er 26, 1940 


franslation from Russian news 
of wecemoer 


"Shnazhai daria" 


LefTeR saDvRESSwD LO toh awiIGRaNTS’ COsu:ITf&hE BY MINT#iourS 
UF RUSSIAN PROTESTANT CHURCHHS IN sHs#ANGHAI 
have been received by 


two documents 


the following 
Committee for publi- 


the wditor fpom tne russian samigrants' 


cation:- 


Lo the “ditor. 
cir, 
it am directed by iir. Chew. Mletzier, Uhairman of 


the russian wmigrants' Committee,to ask you to be good enough 
Voli. Leontiev, 


to publish in your journal a letter from ur, 
and others, a copy of which 


minister of Xussian saptist Church, 
is enclosed. 
I am,Sir, etc. 
li. Yakovkin 
evecretary of the Committee. 


VYecember 27,1938 


, 
Lo Mr. Chek. Metzler, 
Chairman of the Russian Hmigrants Committee in shanghai. 


Sir, 


in order to elicit the truth.we,ministers of the so 
called local Churches of Russian Protestants in Shanghai,wish 


ae the following statements- 
in the issue of the “North China Daily News" dated 


<. 
* (sp. Bee 
~ November 10,1938 and in the “Novosti Dnia" of December 19,1938 
appeared articles of a provoking character criticizing in stron, 


terms the activities of the Emigrants' Comnittee, Russian Ore 


‘..angnal saria", vecember 30,1938 


‘Macrop Wepxeea Pycceax Mporecrantos-' 
JMAIPORTCRONY KCwaTery. 


B peaaruire Nocrynman qa, TeCTaHTCRAM cBAMTenEYKOX OT. 
Cny$1HpopaHig or umeny Pyc-| HM. Teommpont, max yrornoxno-! 
ckaro OMATPAHTCR AA Komnreta | tenHim IHIOM OT HMeHH BChX 
nisxecablywmie Aba AOKyMeuTa. | Upotrectantés Clhumxatonot yo° 

M. [., r-n pexurrop, nin. 

Ilo mopytenin Mpeqcbrate Mur sasBisem onpexbaenno, 
aa Roxutera K. 9. Meuzepa npo {To Cpedn Hac ymoxsmy% any 
try Bac we orka3aT, » modes HOcTr Yr. Teonnzona HT, Kak; 
HOCTH CUYOANKOBAT, B peTaRTH NacTcpa, a Take # B. WHCAK 
pyexct Ban raseth mpnazarae I1eHOR OOMMIH (HaMMXx) He 3a 


moe IIpH céw 8B KONI MHcbMO THTca T. Jeornzona, 
sdlactopa Pyceroi Banracreroti Hoceny Bc}; Bucrymsenia oT 
“Ihepren B. M. Jleontbesa wm apy wenn r. Jleonmona crmraem 
THX, ipoRoKanionHHa wbiom ¢ onpe 

(© conepmrenAtiim norreniem, | abacnnoh uwbabw. 

CerpetapL Koxnteta? llacTtomanm take sprpamaex 
’ ™M. AKOBKWH: Hanry mpasnaterpnocn, uw Gxaro 
aa AAPHOCTR BAM HW BAMA COTpPyA 
Konis. < HukAM OMATpantcKaTo Kowntem, 
Aexa6ps 27, 1938 r. ;8a OTpoMHH Tpyaz, oTopsit BH 


Tay K. 9. Menzepy, Ipeq conepmaere, samamas wntepe-' 
chyateto Pyccraro Sormrpant- cht pycoxnx swarpartos’s Ilen 
,ckaro Kountera br. Mlanxas. Sasa Hesapucwyo CT nx BBpoHc- | 

Muzoctusnh Docyzapp, | nopb ania. \ 

B obaax ocsbmenia uctrann,! Ilpmenre conepmresnoe nove 
MBI, TacTOpH, Tak HasaBae-syx Hie 
nomMbctaax Wepreeti Precrnx; Mormmam: B. M. Jleontbes 


| Uporecrantop’y Wlanxaé %“era- — Tacrop Pyceroft Banract- 
jem cibrat, Bamecabrywmee 3a] cro Depxpa, A. A. Typos — 
swBrenie : : TIlacrop Pyccrett Meroynererolt 


B woxdph whcarb, pn Taseri | Mepxen, T. B, Boreros — Murc 
<Hopre Yatina Joti Haws» ‘cionep Pyecro-Boctosno-Expon. | 
10-ro nosGpa x B yexa6ps xbc. | Muccin (ILaruyecsmaakos), M. 
«. T. g reser «Horoctu Jjna> |B. Kaoes — Pyxcnonauif Epon | 
or 19 jenadpsa, Guan moorbore | rexpcxcit OOmman, H. Koctnun 
IM BHBWBAWMA carb No cpoe|— Pyxosoxamitt Ayxopmnx Xpu | 
uy cozepmanin, pi3sro xpaTu-|crian MoxoKan. 
kyomia xbatexbeocts OmurpanT © mWxITHBHM. REpHO: 


| Ayxonencrsa, a Takxe conpemen | craro Komureta = Ifanxat, 
| Terab. ; M. AKOBKMH 


oy a - — —_ es 


Dies 


thodox clergy, as well as the present politicul situution 


in China. 


the articles in question were signed by #‘ather 
i.+eonidov, «a protestant minister,acting on benalf of all 
protestants of the schanghai community. 

or) positively declare that in our midst we have no 
individual under the said name Leonidoyin the capacity of 
a minister, und that there is no person named Leonidov «among 
members of (our) congrejutions. 

Therefore,we consider all statements made in the name 
of +eonidov to be a provocation pursuing some definite ob- 
ject. 

#e also express hereby our gRatitude and appreciation 
to you and your colleagues in the wmigrants' Committee for 
the enormous work you carry out for the defence of interests 


of sussian emigrants in shanghai irrespective of their reli- 


gioms. 
Wours truly 
(Signed): 

VM, Leontiey, inister of Russian Baptist Church. & 
4eA. Guroff, winister of “ussian Methodist Church 
GeV. Volegoff, “issionary of Aussian swaeat-isuropean 

; Church. 
M,V. Klueff, seader of the Gospel Community. 


NKositsin , +eader of Opiritual Christians ‘Community. 


Hor true copy: 
M.Yakovkin, 
Secretary of the Hussian smigrants' Committee, 
“hanghaie 
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D.C. Special Branch. 
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LivtenVissd dJIfH wkeCHese wl ZL, CinlRMaAN ae 
Us ity tUSolaN saselGrtanwsS! COnw Yaa. 


Cnina's cavacity of economic absorption is boundless, 
and 1 firmly believe in the vitality of this giguntic and rich 
country,“whicn requires cnormous cupital and man-power. fiis,un- 
doudteuly,ensures to all,who wish to work honestly for the de- 
velopuent aid prosperity of this country, the possibility of ap- 
plying one's xnowledge and industry. 

“rom all the declarations,....ic.. ..u.ve teen Trequently 
lud2 oy responsiole Japanese politicui leaders, 1+ is quite 
Clear that foreign capital and sincere co-operation are welcome 
and will be accepted with due gratitude. ‘ecently Mr. s.enji io- 
dama,one of the most prominent financiers in Japan, expressed 
his views on this subject on the pases of your journal. 

vepeucing in his capacity of veneral manager of tne 
“Central China Development society" ne underlined tiat Japan hus 
uosolutely no intention of threatening the interests of neutral 
powers in China and that,on the contrary, Japan hopes that fo- 
reign capitalists will co-operate in the economic rehabilitation 
of China by investing in local enterprises. 

dito regard to the wishes that Japan's special role and 
tasks in China be taken into consideration, it can be said that, 
after all, the difference of opinion on this point has no mate- 
rial importance, -s time passes by,this friction will be regulat- 
ed in one way or another,so that the interests of all parties 
will ve satisfied, and then there will be no obstacles for fur- 
ther common and friendly work directed towards one aim - that of 
the development of China. 

Sesides, hardly anyone will have the audacity to affirm 
that Japan's activities in China are directed towards the utili- 
zation of military successes solely for her own ends of an ag- 


gressive nature. 


sven during the present period of continued armed conflict 
Japan i? carryin; out an enormous anount of work of rehaoilita- 
tion, of reestablishment of normal conditions of life in the 
districts under the protection of the Yapanese ariwied forces. 

sverywnere in these districts medical aid is or _unized on 
extensive lines, hospitals are being built, inass inoculations 
aseinst various infectious diseases are po.ulurized anu curried 
out, meusures are udopted for the inprovement of ny jienic condi- 
tions wunong the UChinese etc.,etc. 

--uch has already voeen done in the inain field of economic 
.ctivities of the country - that of asriculture wwnicn, us is 
well known, is at present on a very low degree of developiuento 
snerever possible, vettr seeds are distributed to newsants, tiie 
quantity of cultivate i land is increased, irrigation system and 
soil are improved, new and more productive saetnods of cultivution 
are introduced,trees are planted for tne prevention of floods 
und drougnts etc. 

4f one adds to this the contruction of roads, house-ouilding 
in various centres of pupulation,improvements in tne administra- 
tion system and inany other things,whichn cannot be covered ina 
newspaper interview,but are well known to all interested circles, 
- it will vecome obvious that wholesale accusations of Japan 
with having aggressive designs are devoid of any serious founda- 
tion. 

4 have no doubt- concluded wr. “etzler= that in the future 
colossal work of economic development of China all xussian: eni- 
orants residing in this country will have their - and not the 
least important - place. 

Shanghai's history for the past 10-15 years has proved that 
the energy and initiative of Xussians have enabled them to occue- 
py a nunber of positions in the business life of this city. i am 
confident that every one of my countrymen,who wishes to work ho= 
nestly and peacefully,without meddling in the affairs which are 
of no concern to him, will certainly be remunerated with success 


for his efforts", 


CHINA PRESS. DEC 1 5 1938 
. @ A Russian Speaks 


Editor, THe CHINA PREssS ’ Tretiakoff was the master mind! 
Sir—Please allow me to trespass who sponsored this disgraceful reli- 
on your valuable space in order to gious service, and I will not bother 
make a public statement regarding with h'm. His participation speaks 
some important issues in the local for itself and lends certain color 
Russian community. T realize only to this church function. Tj is aaa 
too well that it is hardly my pro- Attitude of the Orimodox Churc 
vince to meddle in _ politics, but, that brings up bittér—resentment 
inasmuch as those who are better among all Ievel-minded Russians, 
equipped for this remain passive ee err Russian rots: 
and silent, I must venture to meet tants. rdaly a month pi e 
all the criticism that will eventual- OrtMédox Bishop Juvenalius con- 
ly be heaped upon me _ by those ferred the Order of Merit on 
irresponsible elements with whom I Japanese officers of the army and 
propose to deal in this statement. navy. What, indeed, can we expect 
Two recent happenings prompt from White Russians, when even 
me to speak, although I must ad- their Church which guides and 
mit that my parishioners directs their moral and _ spiritual 
Protestants—urged me on many oc- forces leads them on to exalt the 
e just such a state- deeds of the ruthless aggressors? 
ment, and T have already once ex-| Orthodox clergy offer prayers for the 
pressed in the press our stand as;Pazan and barbarous conquerors! 
regards some deplorable, activities This 1s really such a monstrous and 
of our compatriots in Shanghai. Ijunprecedented occasion that we 
mention this because I want to! cannot help feeling revolting re- 
make it clear that the following}sentment. There must be some- 
statement represents not only myjj thing very, very wrong with the 
personal views but, mainly, the|/ Orthodox Church administration. 
firm and determined pronounce-|/ It is unthinkable that nigher au- 
ments of all our Russian Protestant} thorities honestly and consciously 
Community in Shanghai. As long}iapprove of the degrading activities. 
as IT am entrusted . with spiritual!! And yet, I am quite sure that a 
guidance of this community, and! religious service of such unwhole- 
as long as moral trends of this some political significance simply 
community wholly agree with my could not be conducted without the 
idea of Truth and Justice, I will proper sanction of the higher Or- 
feel myself obliged to speak freely thodox clergy. What shall we as- 
and defend our democratic prin- sume? Shall we reasonably sup- 
ciples. pose that the Orthodox Church has 
I will now briefly deal with the so far deteriorated that it is totally 
two happenings referred to above. blind to all the horrors of murder, 
A local Russian Daily of Dece-aber plunder and rape? Has corruption 
8 published a very significant in‘er- so far penetrated the ranks of Or- 
view with Mr. K. E. Metzler, Chair- thodox clergy that they dare to 
man of the Russian Emigrants’ offer their prayers of thanksgiving 
Committee. The interview, promin- to God for those who just commit- 
ently featured and written in very ted the most deadly crimes? Is 
determined terms, calls Russian this not a sacrilege? We can hardly 
community to mutual co-operation wonder that this clergy is denied 
with the Japanese in their “gigan- the right to guide moral and reli- 
tic’ work for rehabilitation of gious life in Russia. With their 
China. Mr. K. E. Metzler very peculiar standards of Truth and 
skilfully manipulates with the pro- Charity this clergy would, I, am 
nouncxments of the Japanese eco- sure, drown all Russia in the blood 
nomis's and politicians and endea- of their brothers. 
vors to prove that Russians will It is in connection with the above 
only profit from the co-operation facts that I am entrusted with 
with the Japanese. making the following public state- 
? Mr. K. E. Me' ment: 
before ers a magni- e 
ficent picture of Japanese activi- 
ties in conquered parts of China. & TeDy c a ; state 
It appears that Japanese build’ bave no connection what 
hospitals, strive to improve hygienic b the fuse wa 
conditions among the Chinese, dis-' 
tribute grain to the peasants, build Chure : rinciples 
irrigation systems, etc., etc. age ; fivities of) 
I will not dwell too long on this 6 Ebove 2 a S 
odious and glaringly misleading ™ r National Govern-) 
article—it is the attitude of the au-. ment of China,- and will continue| 
thor that amazes me most. After to offer daily prayers for the suf- 
all, he must be well aware that fering Chinese people.. We do be- 
this eulogy on Japanese aggression lieve the Merciful and Just God will 
will deceive nobody, except those/restore our Chinese brothers to 
who are willing to be deceived. Or their homes and will give them 
ler blissfully n= 


is Mr. K. E. Metzl | ten-fold for what they have lost. 


Shanghai, Friday, Dec. 16, 1938 
————SsSvoOOSEee... kk  eeara—sasc~caa 
Gracious Words 


ESTERDAY this journal published 

a letter from the Rev. M-. A. J. 
Leonidoyv, minister of the local Russian 
Protestant Church, in which he depre- 
cated certain “happenings” in the Rus- 
sian community directiy calculated 
against China and the Chinese. 


The letter refers to the interview 
with Mr. K. E. Metzler, chairman of 
the Russian Emigrants’ Committee, 
Which was published in a loca) Russian 
daily on December 8. Mr. Metzler was 
alleged to have called upon the Russian 
people in Shanghai to co-operate with 
the Japanese in the laiter’s “gigantic” 
work of rehabilitation ir China. 


With Mr. Metzler was cited another 
Russian, Mr. Tretiakoff, who was aileg- 
ed to have sponsored a prayer meeting 
for the Japanese military forces at the 
Orthodox Church in Wayside. Mr. Tre- 
tiakoff was also said to have bet re- 
cently been released from the Shangpai 
Municipal jail. 


Between the two members of the 
Russian community there seems to be 
a wide gap in their individual stand- 
ing: One the leader of a Russian com- 
mittee and the other an ex-jailbird. In 
spite of this difference their open ex- 
pression of sympathy for the Japanese 
sounds the same to the local residents. 
One cannot be pro-Japanese without be 
ine anti-Chinese at this juncture. 


We do not happen to know about 
Mr. Tretiakoff and still less do we care 
to disclose his antecedents, Probably 
his leadership, when viewed in’ the 
light of his recent criminal record, will 
carry little weight with his own com- 
patriots except those of his own ilk. 


Mr. Metzler, however, is of a dif- 
ferent class. Fighly educated and a 
respected member of the Russian com- 
munity, he must have had reasons for 
advocating co-operation with the 
Japanese. It is not pretended that 
a’ Russian emigre should place the in- 
terest of his compatriots over and 
above that of their land of adoption. 
China. Yet even if the self-interest of 
the Russian community is concerned, 
there is little ground for entertaining 
the hope that its members will receive 
better treatment in the hands of the 
Japanese than under the Chinese Gov- 
ernment. 


Surely, Mr. Metzler cannot be un- 
informed about, the pligkt of the White 
Russians in Manchuria ‘After the occu- 
pation by the Japanese. The fact that 
the Russian population in Shanghai has 
shown a steady influx is proof of the 
opportunities which China has offered 
her adopted citizens for free residence 
and trade. 


The Japanese may of course exert 
their utmost to win the goodwill of the 
Russian community as a matter of ex- 
pediency, and Mr. Metzler may have 


‘sincerely believed that co-operation tg impress upon the loyal Russians 
with the Japanese would promote the that if they should co-operate with 
welfare of those in his charge. We d® Japan to defeat China and the U.S.S.R. 
not propose to deny the privilege of (hey may restore their old imperial 
personal conviction. Yet if Mr. Metzler ‘egime. This is just so much nonsense. 
will study the recent discriminations aj] that the White Russians need to| 
enforced by the Japanese ugainst the]know from the Japanese is why Japan 
third power nationals, he will be con-!has never permitted them to settle in 
vinced that the Japanese are only try- Japan proper, and they will know that 
ing to take advantage of the Russians {heir only real friend when they are in 
to further their own ends. There is ajidjstress is China. 
famous saying in Chinese, and that is, “ : , . 
when the birds are hunted down, the What is more, the Russian com- 
‘how and arrow will be sheathed. And{munity in Shanghai must bear in mind 
it would be most unfortunate if Mr.jthe welfare of its sister communities 
Metzler through his personal influence |n other parts of the globe. The Nansen 
should convert) his) compatriots into |Office which has tor 20 years aided the 
White Russians throughout the world, 
will cease to function at the end of this 
It may be also pointed out that net lyear, and its duties will be assumed 
so long ago Japan took special pains by the League of Nations. Ut the local 
to assure the third powers of her in- Russian community wishes to co-oper- 
tention to respect all existing treaties ate with the League, it certainly cannot 
in order to divert international atten- allow its members to flirt with the nation 
tion from the China scene. The powers which has been branded an aggressor 
placed faith in her words just us Mr. by the League and which has glaring- 
Metzler has reposed faith in the words Jy repudiated all the principles — for 
of the Japanese. Now that she which the League stands. 
has occupied a large portion of this 
country, she lost no time in going back Mr. Leonidov in his letter has gra- 
on her word, and the third powers for ciously voiced the sentiment on behait 
the moment are practically at her?! une. “sanaks aera seine hik 
mercy. It. follows then that if all the $ hurch commands that we remain 
great Powers cannot make Japan fulfil loyal to the National Government of; 
her pledge given in all solemnity befor e ‘ hina and will continue Lo offer daily 
the whole world, what power does Mr, )Y#¥ers for the — suffering — Chinese 
Metzler possess to make the Japanese people. + .We abhor the actions of our 
fultil their promises which may have compatriots wha have so. easily for- 
been made expressly for the purpose of gotten that in the darkest hour ot 
enlisting the support of the White Rus- Russian history the Chinese people 
sians in svb rosa activities? offered them sanctuary and complete 
? freedom to work and earn their bread.” 


bows and arrows for the Japanese. 


One need scarcely remind the ; 
White Russians of their sacred me- These words are indeed graciously 
mory of Imperial Russia. Indeed it Offered, nad they will go a long way 
was due to this memory that they have toward alleviating the sense of dis- 
decided to remain loyal to the former #PPointment which has been felt by the 
regime rather than live under the So-Chinese over the recent utterances 01 
viet rule. Accordingly, one may pre- People of Mr. Metzler’s way of thinik- 
sume that this sense of doyalty will not iN: It is comforting to know that the 
permit them to forget the humiliation *ervices which the Chinese have rend- 
which Japan inflicted upon their mo- ered to the Russian community are still 
therland a little over a generation ago, Cherished by those who as followers 
No Russian true to his country, we are °! God have the courage to stand and 
sure, could overlook the injury to their Speak for peace, truta and justice. 
racial honor and still less venture to ee 
assist the very nation responsible for 
that injury. 


Moreover, the White Russians may 
continue to be antagonistic to the 
Soviets, but they cannot be indifferent 
to the problem of preserving the sanct- 
ity of their own native soil. At this 
very moment the U.S.S.R. and Japan 
are wrangling over the fishery and oil 
concession questions. Though no war 
is likely to break out now between the 
two countries, it is certain that Japan 
will not hesitate to desecrate the Rus- 
sian soil again once she is placed in a 
dosition to challenge the might of new 
Russia. No matter how little love the, 
White Russians may have for the| 
Soviets, they must love the land of! 
‘Russia more than the Japanese empire 
and for that reason must refrain from! 
jassisting Japan in attaining a predo- 
minent position in Asia. 


Japanese publicists have often tried 
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Gracious Words 


ded: injoee this journal published | 


a letter from the Rev. Mr. A. J. 
Leonidov, minister of the local Russian 
Protestant Chureh, in which he depre- 
cated certain “happenings” in the Rus- 
sian community directiv calculated 
against China and the Chinese. 


The letter refers to 
with Ma. Ko BL Metzler, chairman of 
the Russian Emigrants’ Committee, 
Which was published in a local Russian 
daily on December 8.) Mr. Metzler was 
alleged to have celled upon the Russtan 
Prone Bis unghai to co-operdite with 
t 


Ter “gigantic” 


the interview 


Japanese in the lates 
work of rehabilitation in) China. 

With Mr. Metzler was cited another 
Russian, Mr. Tretiakoff, who was atleg- 
ed to STP prayer meeting 
for the Japanese military forces at the 
Orthodox Church in Wayside. Mr, Tre- 
tiakoff was also said to have but. re- 
cently been released from the Shanghai 
Municipal jail. 


Between the two members of the 
Russian community there seems to be 
a Wide gap in their individual stand- 
ing: One the leader of a Russian ecom- 
mittee and the other an ex-jailbird, In 
spite of this difference their open ex- 
pression of sympathy for the Japanese 
sounds the same to the local residents. 
One cannot be pro-Japanese without be 
ing anti-Chinese at this juncfure> 
Namen. gee — 


We do not happen to know about 
Mr. Tretiakoff and still less do we care 
to disclose his antecedents. Probably 
his leadership, when viewed in the 
light of his recent criminal record, will 
carry little weight with his own com- 
patriots except those of his own ilk. 


Mr. Metzler, however, is of a dif- 
ferent class. Highly educated and a 
respected member of the Russian com- 
munity, he must have had reasons for 
advocating co-operation with the 
Japanese, It is not pretended that 
a Russian emigre should place the in- 
terest of his compatriots over and 
above that of their land of adoption, 
China. Yet even if the self-interest of 
the Russian community is concerned, 
there is little ground for entertaining 
the hope that its members will receive 
better treatment in the hands of the 


Japanese than under the Chinese Gov- 
ernment. 


Surely, Mr. 
informed about the plight of the White 
Russians in Manchuria after the occu-| 
pation by the Japanese. The fact that, 


the Russian population in Shanghai has. | 


shown a steady influx is proof of the’ 
opportunities which China has offered 


her adopted citizens for free residence 
and trade. : 


Metzler cannot be un-: 


The Japanese may of course exert 
| their utmost to win the goodwill ot the 
) Russian community as a matter of ex- 
pediency, and Mr. Metzler may have 
sincerety believed that co-operation 
With the Japanese would promot. the 
welfare of those in his charge. We de 
not propose to deny the privilege or 
personal conviction. Yet if Mr. Metzler 


will study the recent) discriminations 
enforced by the Japanese against the 
third power nationals, he will be con- 


vineced that the Japanese are only try- 
ing to take advantage of the Russians 
to further their own ends. There is a 
famous saving in Chinese, and that is. 
when 


the birds are hunted down, the 
bow and arrow will be sheathed, And 
it would be most unfortunate if Mr. 


Metzler through his personal influence 
should convert his compatriots into 
bows and arrows for the Jananese. 


It may be also pointed out that noi 
so long ago Japan tovk special pains 
to assure the third powers of her in- 
tention to respect all existing treaties 
in order to divert international atten- 
tion from the China scene. The powers 
placed faith in her words just as Mr. 
Metzler his reposed faith in the words 
of the Japanese. Now that she 
has occupied a large portion of this 
country, she lost no time in going back 
on her word, and the third powers for 
the moment are practically at her 
mercy. It follows then that if all the 
great Powers cannot make Japan fulfil 
her pledge giver in all solemnity before 
the whole worla, what power does Mr. 
Metzler possess to make the Japanese 
fulfil their promises which may have 
been made expressly for the purpose of 
enlisting the support of the White Rus- 
siuns in sub rosa activities? 


One need scarcely remind the 
White Russians of their sacred me- 
mory of Imperial Russia. Indeed it 


was due to this memory that they have 
decided to remain loyal to the former 
regime rather than live under the So- 
viet rule. Accordingly, one may pre- 
sume that this sense of loyalty will not 
permit them to forget the humiliation 
which Japan inflicted upon their mo-. 


} therland a little over a generation aga? 


No Russian true to his country, we aré 
sure, could overlook the injury to their 
racial honor and still less venture to 
assist the very nation responsible for 
| that injury. 


t 


continu 


to 


very momen a and- Japan 
are wrangling over the fishery and oil 
concession questions. Though no war 
is likely to break out now between the 
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two countries, it is certain that Japan 
will not hesitate to desecrate the Rus- 
sian soil again once she is placed in a 
oosition to challenge the might of new 
Russia. No matter how little love th 
White Russians may have for the 
Soviets, they must Jove the land of 
Russia more than the Japanese empire 
and for that reason must refrain from 
assisting Japan in attaining a predo- 
minent position in Asia. 


mublicists ha é sie 


Japanese 


epime. This is just so much nonsense. 
: it the White Russians need to 
know from the Japanese is why Japan 
has never permitted them to settle in 
Japan proper, and they will know that 
their only real friend when they are in 
distress is China. 


What is more, the Russian com- 
munity in Shanghai must bear in mind 
the welfare of its sister communities 
.n other parts of the globe. The Nansen 
Office which has for 20 years aided the 
White Russians throughout the world, 
will cease to function at the end of this 
year, and its duties will be assumea 
by the League of Nations. If the local 
Russian community wishes to co-oper- 
ate with the League, it certainly cannot 
aljow its members to flirt with the nation 
Which has been branded an aggressor 
by the League and which has glaring- 
ly repudiated all the principles for 
Which the League stands. 


Mr. Leonidov in his letter has gra- 
ciously voiced the sentiment on behalt 
of the large following which his 
Church commands that “we remain. 
loyal to the National Government of! 
China and will continue to offer daily | 
prayers for the suffering Chinese 
people. ...We abhor the actions of our 
compatriots wha have so easily for- 
gotten that in the darkest hour of 
Russian history the Chinese people 
offered them sanctuary and complete 
freedom to work and earn their bread.” 


These words are indeed graciously 
offered, and they wiil go a long way 
toward alleviating the sense of dis- 
appointment which has been felt by the 
Chinese over the recent utlerances of 
people of Mr. Metzler’s way of think- 
ing. It is comforting to know that the 
services which the ‘Chinese have rend- 
ered to the Russian community are still 
cherished by those who as _ followers 
of God have the courage to stand and 
speak for peace, truth and justice. 


